[image: image1.jpg]Sport




Lancashire Sport Partnership Code of Ethics

Children and young people have a lot to gain from sport. Sport provides an excellent opportunity for children and young people to learn new skills, become more confident and maximise their own unique potential. These benefits will increase through a positive and progressive approach to the involvement of children and young people in sport that places the needs of the child first and winning and competition second. Winning and losing are an important part of sport but they must be kept in a healthy perspective. A child centred approach to children’s sport will return many benefits in terms of the health and well being of our future adult population. 

FAIR PLAY 

All children’s sport should be conducted in an atmosphere of fair play.  It incorporates the concepts of friendship, respect for others and always playing within the right spirit.  It incorporates issues concerned with the elimination of cheating, gamesmanship, doping, violence (both physical and verbal), exploitation, unequal opportunities, excessive commercialisation and corruption. 

This model of fair play should be incorporated into all sport organisations that have children and young people as participants and work with Lancashire Sport Partnership.
The principles of fair play should always be emphasised, and organisers should give clear guidelines regarding acceptable standards of behaviour. The importance of participation for each child, best effort and enjoyment rather than winning should be stressed. 

Children and young people should be encouraged to win in an open and fair way. Behaviour, which constitutes cheating in any form, for example, falling over in football to gain free kicks or penalties, should be discouraged.
Equality

All children and young people should be valued and treated in an equitable and fair manner regardless of ability, age, sex, religion, social and ethnic background or political persuasion. Children and young people, irrespective of ability or disability should have the choice to be involved in sports activities in an integrated and/or inclusive** way, whenever possible, thus allowing them to participate to their potential alongside other children and young people. 
**Definitions of Inclusive – taken and adapted from EFDS Inclusive Events Strategy

“Inclusive”

Indicates that the participant is receiving a coached or led opportunity for disabled people on an impairment specific, pan disability or mainstream integrated basis.  

“Inclusive activity”

For the purpose of this paper a coached or led activity which provides choice and opportunity for disabled people.

Note:

Impairment specific and pan disability opportunities should be regarded as inclusive provided:

· Disabled people choose to participate in that environment. 

· The impairment specific and pan disability opportunities are part of a continuum of activity that provides choice and progression through the player pathway which is supported, developed and owned by the NGB.      

